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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BANGUI 00527 040556Z POSS DUPE 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR- 12 ISO-OO ACDA-12 CIAE-00 INR-10 
IO-13 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 EB-08 NRC-05 OES-07 
SOE-02 DODE-OO DOE-11 SS-15 SP-02 CEQ-01 MCE-00 
TRSE-00 OMB -01 PM-05 COME-OO /135 W 

113571 040653Z/10 

R 031424Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGUI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9931 
INFO AMEMBASSY BERN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USLO PEKING 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 

CONFIDENTIAL BANGUI 0527 

E.O.l 1652: XGDS-2 

TAGS: ENRG, MILI, CH, SZ, CT 

SUB J : POTENTIAL CAE URANIUM SALES TO CHINA 

REF: PEKING 0533 

WHILE CAE HAS DEPOSITS OF 17,000 TONS OF URANIUM, THE FRENCH- 
SWISS-CAE COMPANY FORMED TO EXPLOIT THEM HAS NOT YET MADE A 
DECISION TO INVEST THE $300 MILLION NECESSARY FOR EXPLOITATION. 
EXTRACTION IS TECHNICALLY DIFFICULT AND LOCATION OF ORE, 

REMOTE. UNLIKELY THERE WOULD BE ANY PRODUCTION BEFORE 1982 
AT EARLIEST. FRENCH INTERESTS (THE FRENCH AEC AND THE FRENCH 
URANIUM COMPANY) AND ALUSUISSE TOGETHER HAVE CONTROLLING INTEREST 
IN PROJECT. WE ARE UNABLE TO JUDGE WHETHER OR NOT THEY WOULD 
BE WILLING TO SELL TO THE PRC. BOKASSA WOULD NOT HESITATE TO 
AUTHORIZE SALE IF HE JUDGED THE PRICE RIGHT. HOWEVER, GIVEN 
FRANCE'S DOMINANT POSITION HERE, THE DETERMINING FACTOR WILL BE 
WHETHER OR NOT THE FRENCH APPROVE THE SALE. 
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